Napi’s Playground

At the time of first contact Siksikaisitapi (Blackfoot Confederacy) occupied a territory that ranged as far
east as present day Manitoba west over the eastern range of the Rocky Mountains and the present states of
Montana, Washington and Northern Wyoming.

At later times the territory as defined by our oral history as from the North Saskatchewan (Omk iit”faa)
to the Cypress Hills (I’kimikoo) to Yellow Stone river (Ot kwiit”faa) to the Columbia River and Tobacco
Plains in British Columbia. Our traditional leaders formed alliances through our traditional treaty making
(Inyiistyukukstimaan) for the protection and preservation of our hunting grounds, trade and lifestyle.

https://youtu.be/hEA35mO0t6ts  YouTube video link

At this time I’d like to talk about, what is known as Treaty Number 7, and the Canadian Government, and
this we call inyiss-tsokukstimaan, a long time agreement, and our understanding of making treaty, with
each other. We have been making treaties with each other for thousands of years, and these treaties many
of them had been broken by ourselves with each other through warfare! We were a Warrior’s society, we
are still a warriors society.

We have just agreed to live by the leadership of our elders, but at he same time this border called,
iss-sik-skaaksin, means a line or making a mark. In this case this invisible border, at the time and what we
knew of our country and the area that was designated as the point of these cairn’s laid across the United
States. These stone cairns’ that were the English, British and American Government Borders, between 2
counties.

So at that time Canada was non-existent, there was no Canada, and the lands that were considered British
lands that today is the continental Canadian, Canada you will say, now that being said, I will go back into
my language I will go back into niitsiipo”’sin, my birth rite, and I’ll speak from the heart, about
inyiss-tsokukstimaan, treaties and the story Ive just shared with you.

éémaa sférnik ksistsii kaiyayii Lame Bull kiiniiksii kitsittaapiiminoon kiikso’koowainoon our relatives
kiisto’naan iino”’k, iikaakai t51n11ka351 aam”k inyiss-tsokukstimaan. Ilkaakal tsmukaato p,-there are many
stories mutupii, , maanistss-sksinniipii, maanistsiitaap’pii maataak”koot tooksaayaa, finiikso’kyaa
i‘kottsii ookaamootsii tsinniikuto’myaa. Among our people from the past there are many who can tell the
story, we won’t be able to count the ones that can tell, how it happened.

I’kot so’poiyaapii tsinniikuto’myaa faakaa Titsinsiiyaa, saakainaa ksipookiyaa, they were babies, and
young boys and girls, takaa iitaapaisiiyaa, they were a part of it when it happened, they were there
children. Tiso’poo yaapaisksinnnimyaa, they new firsthand how our people suffered. Oot sowoo’koosaa,
oot sowoo”’k “kwifaapiisaa they learned through starvation and longer had the luxury from there past life.
Kyiinikso’kyaa kiistoonaan kifsaakaanoowa fini paltaapuw sin, 1sts11pa1taap11yo p Tinii, these were the
ones who lives were given life from the buffalo. Kii kyfinskok iitoamootsinskumyaa, this was when be
buffalo disappeared from our lives. ootksowook “kwitaapiisaa

kyaa miiksii om”kaakootsaapsiiks aawaamiitsupii sfiiyainaakaas 0”’sokoiy The rich folks looked west
from back east with the possibility of building a railway and gaining immense wealth. Titiasskoonaakuitsii


https://youtu.be/hEA35m0t6ts

Tiniiw, kyiiniimai isttupoamootsinskumyaa , From these trains they shot the buffalo for sport, this was the
demise and extinguishment of the buffalo?

Kiiniitoyook kiistoonaan, no”’kufaisto’p maako”ko ’kwiitaapiiyoop, kyfiniskok no”kutanitiyaa Tiniiks, we
ourselves also killed the buffalo for food. Kokoosiks, kit”kiimaanowa, kiikso’koowainoon, our children,
our wives and our relatives, could also have something to eat and maako ko kwiitaapiisaa, natural
wealth.

Aako’muttoomaatup &”kittsii paitaapiiw”sin, our lives began to change. Aako’maat taap Tinuk”tsii Tinii,
the buffalo herds were getting smaller. Kyaamai pinaapo”ts niitaiskaafoomyaa kutoyissiks, east of here
was the 3 buttes they called the sweet pines. Aamaa stamikii aanii staimik-ksistsii-kaiyayiiw, it stainitsii,
this buffalo bull gored Lame Bull to death, iifsit”puitsii ootaas he knocked down his horse. Kiit kaapsii
stamik ksistsii-kaiyayiiw, Lame Bull died from his injuries!

Kyiiniimai Titwaanii mutupii, siksikaitsitapii aawaanii maafutio”koonoyiioo paitaapiiw”’sin. This was
when our people the Blackfoot Confederacy would say we could no longer find our source of life.
Iimaatai poonyaakiyaai mutupii, istainiiyaa maa”ksoowaato”pii, our people began to starve to death,
dying from want of something to eat. The people were destitute they could only dress in cloth rags they
dressed in kimaataipisstsii the pitiful cloth.

Kiiniiksii siksikaitsitapi, the Blackfoot Confederacy and kiiniiksii no”kitsittapii what we called, different
people, they also fought with their government. siksikaitsitapi, the Blackfoot Confederacy, never took up
arms against the government.

kii kiistoonaan siksikaitsitapi, aak”’koottanyo’p iikskoonaataapii kito”wsin. the Blackfoot Confederacy
can say how powerful our traditional territory is! Maaftsaam aanistupii Tipo”sin, It is not just talk! Maat
0”koottsaapyaanitooop kifo”wsin, we can not describe in English the meaning of kito”wsin. Today we say
our territory.

kiistoonaan niiftow”’saatto’p amoo kitsaa”koominoon, we claimed our land as our own! Aastsisk
iss-stoonaat”kitaapisskoosts, dangerous lands unfamiliar to us. maatoomaittupii aiss-siitsimyaa, the first
people were very conscious of these lands they would not go to them, Instead iikaakoomiitsimyaa finoom
iito’po’p. we favored these lands we lived on, kiitaitsinnikaatoomyaa they told stories Kyfiniimai
iitaitsinnikaatoomyaa, a-puft”soma”k’ iit”taa, north big river, boundary of Blackfoot Territory, North
Saskatchewan River.

Miistup a-putt’so”ts further north about 300 miles, Kyiino’ki siksikaitsitapi ooto”wsin is the description
of siksikaifsitapi, traditional territory. taakaa finiiksii kaa”toomii, kaa”toominoon other tribal warriors
who we waged war against asin-ndawa, Cree people, pin-naapiisinaa’ — Assiniboine, Sioux also other
eastern tribe’s unknown to Piikunii, ko’tt6°nai, Kootenay.

There were many of them who lived in the north, a-puit”s6”ts.

These are the ones siksikaitsitapii, fought with. Kyaaksi kaa”toomiiks, began to learn that we had
diminished, istainiiyoop maa”kswaato’p, we were dying of starvation, istainiiyoop simsin liquor,
istainiiyoop , fist-tstiss-stoomyaapii, disease! Kiitoomaatup ss-skaatsimyaaa kii paitaapiiw”’sin, the
government began to pay close attention to the way we were living our lives.

kii no”kaattsittotoyaa kiistonaan, iipo”’sup aamittofyaa, aamii pinaapo”ts no”’kaat inyiss-tsiimii niitsitapi,
they came west to our people our own people made treaties amongst ourselves. kii kainiimai,
iitootoksTyaa kiistonaan 7’kitsiikum, kyiiinaakok iitaawaaniiyaa, T’kitsiikisk-skaaksin



inyiss-tsookukstiimaan. This is where the Canadian Government reached the point of conclusion of
numbered treaties with our first nations and number 7. This is when the people would say Treaty number
7, no”kut inyiss-tsiimii kunnaitsitaapi, the government had concluded treaties with all the recognized

tribes in Canada.



